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This panel invites contributions examining the epistemologies, ontologies, moralities and 
politics of testing in biomedicine and (public) health. We particularly seek papers that 
explore how testing is done in practice and how it might be done or configured 
otherwise. 

Long Abstract 

Over the past three decades, scholars in STS and related fields have engaged with the 
phenomenon of testing in biomedicine and health. Since the late 1980s, research has explored 
genetic testing as it has been envisioned and practiced in clinical, public health, and recreational 
contexts, as well as the moralities embedded in the regulatory frameworks shaping its uses. 
Simultaneously, scholars contributing to the sociology of diagnosis have investigated how 
testing contributes to making up people. More recently, studies have turned to testing in 
emerging fields such as precision medicine, paying particular attention to the political 
economies and governance of testing, or the rise of self-testing practices. Scholars have also 
analyzed the visions, uses, and infrastructures of testing in global health initiatives and in the 
management of disease outbreaks, most notably during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In this panel, we propose to use testing as a boundary object to open a dialogue between these 
diverse strands of research. Building on work developed under the labels of the “anthropology of 
medical testing” (Street and Kelly, 2021) and the “sociology of diagnosis and screening” 
(Petersen and Pienaar, 2021), we suggest the label “biomedical and health testing studies” 
to foster such engagement. We invite empirical and conceptual contributions that address 
the epistemologies, ontologies, moralities, and politics of testing across biomedical and 
health domains. Possible topics include testing in biomedical, public health, and global health 
contexts; self-testing and tinkering; and the absences, contestations, or refusals of testing. We 
particularly welcome contributions that explore how biomedical testing might be configured 
otherwise and how STS scholars can contribute to shaping the futures of health testing. 
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