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The IHS - Institute for Advanced Studies in Vienna is a leading non-university research institute that
creates empirically based knowledge on significant economic and social challenges of our time. It deli-
vers excellent applied basic research and impartial scientific policy advice, combining economic and
social science perspectives. IHS is seeking to fill an open position in the Research Group Social Sustain-
able Transformation, focusing on the Resilience of Critical Infrastructures.

Doctoral Researcher (f/m/d, 30h/week)

Your work at the IHS will focus on academic research and policy advice in the fields of Empirical Game
Theory and Institutional Economics. As a doctoral researcher, you will be part of a research group in-
vestigating the economics of energy, water, or blue-green infrastructure governance for resilience and
transformation. You will develop your PhD research project within this broader research agenda and
contribute to empirical research in the industrial organization of infrastructure utilities.

Your responsibilities
— Conduct quantitative and qualitative research to develop empirically supported game-theoretic and
agent-based models
— Apply econometric and model simulation methods to analyze governance mechanisms and to study
the implications for resilience and transformation
— Publish research in peer-reviewed journals and present findings at scientific conferences to engage
with the broader academic and policy community

About you
— You have completed a master’'s degree in economics or a related STEM discipline (e.g., Mathematics,
Computer Science, Engineering and Economics, or Quantitative Social Sciences)
— You have strong empirical research skills and experience in economics and agent-based modelling,
and an interest in empirical/computational/algorithmic game theory
— You are proficient in relevant programming languages such as Python
— You have excellent proficiency in written and spoken English

We can offer you

— Enrollmentin a structured economics PhD program and dedicated high-quality supervision

— Dedicated research time and broad academic network with opportunities for research stays abroad

— Exceptional avenues for career advancement, leveraged by our strong reputation in both academic
research and evidence-based policy advisory

— Aninspiring, interdisciplinary environment in the heart of Vienna, top-ranked for its quality of life

— IHS is a certified family-friendly employer and offers, among others, flexible working time arrange-
ments and the option for (partial) remote work

The monthly salary for the advertised position is based on the FWF scheme for doctoral candidates
and amounts to € 2,832.10 gross per 30-hour week, paid 14 times per year. The position is to be filled
as soon as possible. The initial contract period is 3 years.

During the first year of employment, you will be released from regular project duties to focus on the
development of your PhD proposal. The position is embedded in close cooperation with the University
of Vienna and offers the possibility to be integrated into the corresponding doctoral program. IHS is an
equal opportunity employer committed to diversity and encourages qualified women and underrepre-
sented individuals to apply.

Interested?

Please send your complete application - including a cover letter, CV, research statement, and master’s
thesis - to application@ihs.ac.at by May 15, 2026. Simultaneously, please apply to the Vienna Graduate
School of Economics (VGSE) at the University of Vienna. Ensure that this application follows the guide-
lines provided here from Step 2, which include the submission of a brief research proposal. For inquir-
ies regarding the position, please contact Christian Kimmich (christian.kimmich@ihs.ac.at).

We protect your personal data during the application process. Please read our data protection regulations in the
application process carefully here before you submit your data to us.
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